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Description

The Arts Entrepreneurship Awards Program of Columbia College Chicago honors the spirit of entrepreneurship in arts organizations.
The program awards both for-profit and not-for-profit arts organizations and/or individuals that have demonstrated exceptional
entrepreneurial skills, innovation, willingness to take risks, leadership and management.

Arts entrepreneurs recognize and take advantage of opportunities that broaden the cultural, educational and entertainment values

of the arts. As such, entrepreneurship in the arts includes, but is not confined to, activities as the creation of successful new arts
organizations, developing new ventures within existing arts organizations, and the creative development of new or expanded facilities,
as well as the development and expansion of the prospective audiences.

Awards

Up to four (4) awards will be presented to individuals or organizations according to the following categories:

1. For-Profit Awards
2. Not-For-Profit Awards

a) non-profit organization with budget under $1 million
b) non-profit organization with budget above $1 million

3. New Initiatives Awards

Criteria
For-Profit Award Criteria

The organization or individual exhibits exceptional entrepreneurial skills including;:

> creativity and the willingness to take risks within a for-profit business entity
> effective management of one’s own business finances

> artistic excellence

> social responsibility and commitment to diversity of employment

> exceptional leadership and management skills

> the ability to use the arts as a means of economic development*
> having made an important contribution to the arts

Not-For-Profit Award Criteria

The organization or individual exhibits exceptional entrepreneurial skills including;:

> creativity and willingness to take risks within a non-profit business entity

> ability to raise funds from non-traditional sources

> artistic excellence

> social responsibility and commitment to diversity of employment
> audience development

> exceptional leadership and management skills

> the ability to use the arts as a means of economic development*

New Initiatives Award Criteria
The organization or individual exhibits efforts worthy of recognition for an extraordinary entrepreneurship initiative within an arts program.

Previous award winners

2006-2007

Jamil Khoury and Malik Gillani,
Silk Road Theatre Project

Marcelle McVay and Dennis Zacek
Victory Gardens Theater

Susan Aurinko
Flatfile Galleries

Stephanie Clemens
The Academy of Movement and
Music/Momenta

2005-2006

Laryssa Reifel
The Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art

Lois Baumann
The Maywood Fine Arts Association

John Schmitz
Dance Chicago

Sheridan Turner
The Kohl Children’s Museum

Maria Pinto
Fashion Designer

Michael W. Hennessy
The Coleman Foundation

2003-2004

Hema Rajagopalan
Natya Dance Theater

Claude Binder
Steppenwolf Theater Company

Jermikko Shoshanna
Gamzzo, Inc.

Al Booth
Lifetime Achievement

2002-2003

Kenneth Clarke
The Poetry Center

Chuck Thurow
Hyde Park Art Center

Marj Halperin
League of Chicago Theatres

Lou Raizin
Broadway In Chicago

Jackie Taylor
Black Ensemble Theater

Danny Newman
Lifetime Achievement

Bill Russo
Lifetime Leadership in Music

*Two examples of art as a means of economic development are 1) using art to create jobs, or 2) taking a lead on a unique capital project. We are aware that
individuals applying for this award may not satisfy this category.

2001-2002

Jim Lasko
Redmoon Theatre

Mel Mongerson
Mel Mongerson Gallery

Reginald Lawrence
MPAACT Afrikan Centered Theatre

Lynn Osmond
Chicago Architecture Foundation

Irwin Steinberg
Polygram Records

Richard Christiansen
Chicago Tribune

Nomination Form

2008-2009 Columbia College Arts Entrepreneurship Award

Nominee

Title and Affiliation

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone Fax E-mail

Award Categories (please place an X next to the award category that applies)

Not-For-Profit (Individual or Organization) For-Profit (Individual or Organization)

_____ budget under $1 million ______ New Initiatives (Individual or Organization)

___ budget above $1 million

Nominator's Name and Complete Address:

What is your affiliation with the nominee?

Essay

Please enclose a typewritten essay of 150-300 words explaining why you believe the nominee has demonstrated
exceptional entrepreneurial, leadership, and management skills. Please be specific in describing accomplishments.
You may also enclose supporting materials in your application package.

Applications must be postmarked by October 1, 2008
Send To:

Columbia College Chicago

Arts, Entertainment & Media Management Department

Selena M. Staten

600 S. Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL 60605-1996

PH: 312.369.7426

FAX: 312.369.8063





