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Prose Reviews:

Floating in the Middle of It by Kama Falzoi is a domestic short piece told through the eyes of a nine year
old girl. The piece begins with the narrator learning the news that her and her father are moving to a new
neighborhood. Upon arriving at their new house, the narrator meets their new neighbor, whose son is mentally
disabled. The narrator quickly becomes friends with Billy, the neighbor boy, and the story chronicles their
relationship through a rough winter storm and the onset of springtime. Throughout the piece, the narrator alludes to
the way the other neighborhood children view Billy and how she knows that they’re wrong. The piece ends with the
narrator observing Billy from afar, realizing that he is more than everyone else thinks.

Falzoi’s piece is told in a very simple first-person, present-tense narrative that does a fantastic job of
mimicking the mindset of a nine-year old girl. The pacing of the narrative is slow and steady, making each word
seem heavy and important on the page. Although the voice of the narrator is young and naive, the author’s wise
intention is obvious in the subtext and tone. Overall, the author did a good job of conveying that life-changing
moment of feeling grown-up for the first time.

Gunter, Winged by Ben Stein is a magical realist tale of a bookbinder who suddenly finds a feather
sprouting from his arm. One morning, while binding books and watching the sparrows in the sky out his window,
Gunter feels a strange nub sprouting from his elbow. The next morning, a feather has appeared. Gunter takes
painstaking care of this feather in hopes that more will sprout and wonders what it would be like to be a flying-man.
Gunter, however, waits days, months, and years, but the feather remains solitary, and Gunter continues to bind his
books.

The heart of this story is in the language. This piece borders on a prose poem with its heavy imagery,

fragmented sentences, and repetition. The fragmented sentences lend the piece a unique rhythm (you could probably



tap your foot to its beats). With little introduction or conclusion, the piece speaks volumes about living in the
moment and the monotony of waiting for something that might never come.
Rating: 7. Although every contributor in this issue holes an MFA and/or has been previously published in a variety

of high quality literary publications, the quality of work is not unreachable for emerging writers.



