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Minutes of the Teaching and Learning Committee (TLC)

September 29, 2006 12:30 p.m. until 2 p.m.

In Attendance:  Hyunjung Bae, Rebecca Courington, Monica Grayless, Amy Hawkins, Lott Hill, Russell Porter, Cadence Wynter, for Lisa Brock. 
Absent: Antonia Logue, Ann Hanson 

1.)  Introductions
Amy handed out the agenda and Critical Encounters (CEC) series schedule for 2006-07. New members introduced to the group are: Russell Porter, full-time, film instructor from Australia, specializing in documentary work, and Hyunjung Bae, part-time faculty member from the Marketing Dept. Members spoke briefly about professional backgrounds and teaching experience. Russell asked about the role of TLC and Lott, Amy and Rebecca summarized how CEC initiative began, the role of the Provost’s office, methodology, target audience(s), and this year’s series. Lott passed out T-shirts and reflected upon the 3-prong approach engaging students, faculty and the community. Questions were raised regarding criteria for program assessment, Excellence in Teaching Awards, and other evaluation protocol. Monica added that the CEC initiative models a “grass roots”, in-service training style, with admin support for a “bottom-up” program design, encouraging interdisciplinary collaboration. All members shared CEC success stories, while Amy suggested that TLC could be looked at as a “think tank” suggesting creative curriculum addressing societal challenges.


2.)  Announcements
Amy Hawkins will chair meetings this year and Monica Grayless volunteered to co-chair, take notes and manage committee email reminders. CEC timeline: voluntary committee attendance at CEC events is encouraged but will not be micro-managed; members can be ambassadors to their departments, follow up and promote events etc. The November TLC agenda will focus on schedule for 2007-08 information sessions, forms assessment and series needs assessment. Monica announced that her classes are producing an event on Oct 10 in the Hokin- Rock the Vote Voters’ Registration event, with guest presenters from 12-1p (an Idea Café) and host an advance screening of the documentary film American Blackout from 1-2p.


3.) Critical Encounters in the Classroom: HIV&AIDS 2006-07
CEC fellow Amy opened discussion by highlighting/reviewing handout pg 1-6. Evaluation criteria were discussed and suggestions made to work with other research depts. on campus regarding formal evaluation. Amy discussed the CEC aids quilt project and “Art in Action” components rapidly approaching. Russell suggested that students from the film department might collaborate in producing a documentary capturing the Critical Encounters process and that there are also resources available to encourage/acquire student film projects that also focus on this subject. Russell summarized that a “Tool Kit” might be developed for interdisciplinary ventures.


4.) Critical Encounters in the Classroom: “Poverty and Privilege” 2007-08
Goal: To create colloquium for this topic 
A plan was discussed and Amy presented the “Exquisite Corpse” process, a community collaboration involving the creation of a “physical” piece charged across each school in the college, that may be a good model for this topic.  Amy summarized tasks for TLC regarding 2007-08 programs
a. We need to think through what, how and when  of program schedule/topics
b. Need to link with Manifest in May, meet with Mark Kelly and student affairs to plan how to work with Manifest students, senior projects etc
c. Discuss how to present to faculty and get the word out, review forms, use web


5.)  Meeting Schedule

The meeting schedule for 2006-2007 was determined as follows: November 3, 12:30-2 February 2, 2007, 12:30-2  March 2, 12:30-2  April 6 12:30-2  May 4, 2007 Presence at Manifest? December will be determined re: information sessions.

Quotations and Comments

“Excellent teaching cannot happen without conscious reflection.” Amy

“Chap Freeman has cool teaching ideas and could be a facilitator for CEC 2007-08 series.” Russell

“If someone, anyone has an idea for teaching or learning, we’ll write a white paper, explore the idea, 
open conversation.” Rebecca

“Evaluation is rife with politics. Conversation is something we hope to enable.” Amy
The meeting adjourned with the next meeting scheduled for November 3, 2006 at 12:30 in Rm 811. TLC will brainstorm/plan for 2007-08 focus on Poverty and Privilege, prepared to announce 2007-08 colloquium series by this December.
Submitted by 
Monica Grayless 
TLC Co-Chair 
http://www.colum.edu/criticalencounters/
