Columbia College Chicago 

Executive Committee of the College Council

Minutes of the meeting of April 24, 2009

Submitted by Curtis Lawrence, College Council secretary

Members in attendance:  Keith Kostecka, Sandra Allen, Curtis Lawrence, Constantin Rasinariu, Peter Cook, Louis Silverstein, Margaret Sullivan, Dennis Rich, Doreen Bartoni and Louise Love.  Parliamentarian Daniel Jordan also was present. 

1.  The meeting was called to order by Keith Kostecka at 10:05 a.m.  Keith thanked the committee members for their time and efforts during the years and said that he enjoyed working with everyone. 

2.  Constantin Rasinariu moved to approve the minutes from the Feb. 27 meeting.  (The Executive Committee did not meeting in March.) Sandra seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

3.  Art Conservation Major – Keith stated that the major would be offered for consideration at the May meeting and that a vote would be taken at that time.  Constantin noted that one of the appendix items (an estimate of student cost) was missing when the major was first presented.  He presented the document along with an additional letter of endorsement from The Chicago Conservation Center.   Doreen inquired if the motion had been approved by the Academic Affairs Committee.   Constantin said that it was endorsed with a couple of caveats. Those matters had since been addressed, he said.
4.  Staff on Executive Committee -- Keith said that the committee had been asked to consider adding a staff member to the Executive Committee.   Constantin said that it would be better for the 2009-10 Executive Committee to address this matter.   Keith agreed that this could be addressed in the fall.   Doreen suggested that the new Executive Committee review seating of the full Council, without singling out one specific entity.   Keith said that he would include this matter in a list on continuing issues he will pass on to the new College Council Chair.

5.  Evaluation Committee -- Keith noted that Provost Steve Kapelke will address his concerns at the May College Council meeting.  Keith offered to facilitate a meeting of the Evaluation Committee where they would outline the committee’s charge and elect a chair. Dennis Rich suggested that clarity on the committee’s charge should be a priority.  Keith agreed and said that he would approach Steve before proceeding.

6.  Council Continuity – Keith said that there needs to be a larger discussion about shared governance.  Keith also noted that he, along with Constantin, Dennis and Louise Love will continue as members of the 2009-10 Executive Committee.  Doreen noted that she would continue on the College Council, but did not wish to continue on the Executive Committee.

7.  Election Procedure – Keith thanked Louise for making arrangements for lunch to be provided at the May meeting.  Keith outlined the process for the meeting.  Dan will officiate the election of officers and seating of the new council.  Dan suggested that a group be assembled to approve the minutes of the May meeting (under the 2008-09 Council).  Dennis made a motion that the executive officers approve the minutes of the meeting. This was seconded by Margaret. 

At this point in the meeting, committee members discussed proposed motions from Academic Affairs regarding changing the “graduating with honors” nomenclature to “Latinate terminology and raising the GPA standards for consideration.  Louis Silverstein had previously suggested that the students’ performance in the last two years at Columbia be taken into consideration. Royal Dawson, director of Institutional Research, had submitted a report at the request of the Academic Affairs committee, explaining the impact of the last two years of grading on GPA.  Curtis Lawrence recommended that Royal be invited to explain the data.  Keith said he would pass suggestions from the committee on to Caroline Latta, Academic Affairs Committee Chair.

8.  Ideas and Thoughts

At this point, committee members addressed matters that they would like to see discussed and considered by the newly elected College Council.

Margaret noted that there were some “loose threads” regarding the cost of materials and textbooks for students.  She would like to see this matter further addressed in the new council.  Louis said that research by the Bookstore Committee was encouraging.  Sandra noted that the faculty had improved on its submitted textbook orders so that they were more on time.

Peter voiced concern about a more appropriate place for College Council meetings.  Keith said he would pass these concerns along to the incoming chair.

Louis voiced concern about the low number of African American students in his classes, based on anecdotal information.  Curtis agreed that this was a matter of importance that should be addressed. 

9.  Adjourn – Louise made a motion for adjournment.  Louis seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.

