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Columbia College Chicago
College Council

Minutes from meeting of Feb. 6, 2009

Submitted by Curtis Lawrence, College Council Secretary

1.  The meeting was called to order by Keith Kostecka at 10:05 a.m.

2.  Announcements

a.  President Carter’s response to Academic Integrity Policy:  Keith informed the body that President Carter accepted the recommendation from the Academic Affairs Committee with the condition that the school’s general counsel review the document and offer any necessary changes.

b.  Council Meetings for Spring 2009 term: Keith informed the body that College Council meetings will continue to be held at 1104 S. Wabash for the remainder of the academic year.

c.  Faculty Voice and Authority Inquiry Group: Keith thanked the group for its presentation to the College Council Executive Committee at its last meeting.  He reminded the body that department and town hall meetings are upcoming.  (Tom Nawrocki announced that the group chooses to retain its Faculty Senate name.)
d.  Other upcoming events were mentioned.
3.  Approval of minutes:  The minutes were approved unanimously with the understanding that corrections cited by Louise Love were made. (The corrections were made and the amended minutes were posted on the College Council web site.)
4.  Reports

a.  Provost and Deans (Curriculum Committees): No reports from school curriculum committees on action items.  Provost Steve Kapelke reported that Alton Miller has informed him of action the School of Media Arts planned to take at its next meeting. That action includes the consideration of six changes to existing courses, two pilot courses for the summer, and four pilot-to-permanent course requests.  The School of Media Arts offered 37 courses during J-Term.  Provost Kapelke mentioned Green Journalism, Travel Writing in Honduras and Covering Europe from Paris as examples. The provost urged members to stay tuned for more information on the accreditation visit from Mach 30 through April 1. (Keith noted that Vice President of Administration, Research and Planning Anne Foley  has agreed to report on the visit at the next College Council meeting on March 6.
b. Vice President of Student Affairs Mark Kelly:  Mark reported on the impact the country’s economic crisis is having on Columbia.  He reported that spring enrollment increased 3 percent from the previous spring, totaling 11,431 students.  New undergraduate students decreased by 41 students, a 5.5 percent decrease.  Graduate student enrollment decreased by 27 students, a 4.6 percent decrease.  Mark noted that the office of Student Affairs and Student Financial Services felt the pressure of students scrambling to pay their spring tuition.  Residence Life reported that occupancy was down to 92 percent from 97 percent, resulting in an $800,000 shortfall.

Mark also reported that beginning with the 2009 fall term, Columbia will increase its scholarship funds by nearly 50 percent.  Scholarships will be available for both continuing and new students and will be heavily weighted towards students with demonstrated need.

Mark further discussed the results of the Graduating Student Survey.  One response showed that students are increasingly reliant on student loans to finance their education.

c.  Vice President of Campus Environment:  Mike Debish reported the move in to the 618 S. Michigan and 916-1000 S. Wabash buildings went smoothly.  He noted that all materials left behind in the move were recycled.  He noted upcoming emergency announcement drills and asked everyone to report equipment that is not functioning properly.  He also noted that the school has received the construction permit for the Media Production Center and that the building is scheduled to open in the spring of next year. 
Questions for items a, b and c:

Louis Silverstein asked if greater student satisfaction was the result of more students coming from wealthier school districts. Mark Kelly said he did not have that information, but thought that the results were due to the purposeful work being done by the Columbia College community.  He noted that Latino and black students who typically come from less well-off families showed greater satisfaction than white students.
Peter Cook inquired about the number of students receiving federal scholarships and if that is expected to increase. Mark Kelly said more than 50 percent of our students receive federal loans and that number is expected to increase.  He expects that more students will have to rely on Pell grants and Stanford Subsidized Loans.
Tao Huang asked about plans to better educate students about the new scholarship opportunities. Mark Kelly says he features information about scholarships in the student newsletter.  He said that Columbia can no longer rely on student growth as a birthright. He encouraged all present to attend the upcoming open house on March 14. 

d.  Chair of Chairperson’s Council:   Dick Dunscomb reported that the group continues to meet every two weeks. He referred members to his written report.
e.  CCFO President Tom Nawrocki: He said that the Faculty Senate Inquiry Group continues to meet with departments and is planning a town hall meeting for early March. The faculty handbook committee continues to meet and revise the current handbook.  Nominations for CCFO elections will be distributed via e-mail in the near future.  Tom also reminded faculty that the deadline for faculty development grant proposals is Feb. 23. 

f.  PFAC Representative – No Report.

g.  Student Government Association President:  Jessica Valerio reported that the association has moved into their new facilities.  Training sessions for new and old senators have been planned for the near future.  The SGA continues to lobby for student passes to be honored on Metra.  Approval was given for Manifest t-shirt costs to come from the SGA budget.

h.  Student Organization Council: Jessica Valerio reported in Miranda Nicholas’ absence. She reported that the Second Annual Mary Blood Ball is scheduled for Friday, Feb. 13. Last year’s event was a great success. 
i.  Staff Representative:  See written report.

Questions for items g, h and i.

Louis Silverstein asked the SGA representative to respond to a student letter in the Chronicle questioning the expenditure of $20,000 for Manifest t-shirts and whether that money should have been used to defray text book costs.

Jessica Valerio responded that students felt strongly about the t-shirts.  She said there still is a large amount of money left in the budget.

5.  Standing Committees: Vice President Sandra Allen queried the standing committees to determine if they had met.

6.  Reports to the Council of business warranting action from the Standing Committees:

Elio Leturia, chair of the bylaws committee, gave notice of intent of bylaws changes up for consideration at the next meeting of the College Council on March 6. The three proposed changes are : 1) to increase the membership of the Budget and Priorities Committee by one member to come from PFAC, 2) to nullify the standing rules and comprise new rules from scratch, and 3) to implement a system where changes to bylaws are submitted in mid-October and mid-March only.

Questions regarding standing committees:

Peter Hartel asked if the Budget and Priorities Committee planned to re-submit a Budget and Priorities Statement this academic year.  Keith Kostecka, who serves on the committee, responded that he was not aware of plans to do so at this time.

Joan Giroux noted that the Teaching and Learning Committee plans to educated faculty members about Student Affairs planning.  She also said that the committee is working with the Center for Teaching Excellence regarding faculty development programming.

7.  Old Business
a. Revisions to the College Council bylaws regarding the Graduate Policy Council:  Peter Hartel made a motion to introduce changes to the College Council bylaws concerning the GPC.  Hope Daniels seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 28-0.

Keith asked if the GPC representative to the College Council must be a faculty member or if the person can be a department chair.  Jeff Abell responded that the College Council representative is usually the GPC chair, so it is possible for it to be a department chair.  Keith asked how members of the GPC are chosen.  Jeff responded that it is usually the department chair or graduate program director who sits on the GPC.

Robert Gordon asked how members are informed of GPC action.  Jeff said that meetings are posted and that minutes are posted on the GPC web site.

8.  New Business

a.  Security at the College: With no objections, Keith Kostecka suspended the rules to allow a member of the audience to read from a prepared statement concerning security at the college.

Gerald Adams, of the Science and Mathematics Department, read a statement from concerned faculty in his department regarding recent thefts in the 623 S. Wabash building.  The statement referenced an e-mail sent two weeks ago, from the Director of Campus Safety & Security.  The group requests “that the College Council ask Martha Meegan, the Director of Campus Safety & Security, for an immediate and comprehensive report on what positive steps are being taken to secure our classrooms, equipment and personal property from this ongoing threat.  At a time when the College is (appropriately) working under conditions of austerity by directive of the President, it is unthinkable that we allow these losses to continue.  We await your response, and hopefully, a satisfactory report to the College community from the Director of Campus Safety & Security, with great interest.”

Gerald welcomed a motion to accept this letter in the College Council record and urged the body to consider a motion to address this at the next meeting with the Director of Campus Safety & Security present to respond to questions and concerns. 

Keith Kostecka noted that the safety issues raised in the statement are not limited to the Science and Mathematics department or the 623 S. Wabash building. 

Keith said that a motion is not necessary to ask Director of Campus Safety and Security Martha Meegan to attend the next College Council meeting.  He asked College Council members and members of the college community to submit questions they have for the director regarding security. 

Keith noted that there is a search is in progress for a vice president to address security issues.  Vice President of Student Affairs Mark Kelly added that this position is Vice President of Safety and Security.

Tao Huang of the Art & Design Department mentioned that her lap top computer was stolen from her loft in 623 S. Wabash. She said she reported the loss in November and no action has been taken.  She said she was told by the security guard that her lap top was the eighteenth to be taken.  She also said that over the recent break, she heard that two more lap tops were stolen from the building.  She urged the administration to work to find a solution to this serious problem.

Mark Kelly recommended that the College Council Executive Committee sit down with Vice President of Campus Environment Alicia Berg and figure a way to move the conversation forward in a way that’s productive for the community.

Margaret Sullivan suggested that it’s best to start with the comprehensive report requested in the statement.  She said the request is fairly straight forward and that the Executive Committee can request the report and follow up.

Peter Hartel offered a motion that comprehensive report be prepared by the office of the Vice President of Campus Environment Alicia Berg in conjunction with the office of Director of Campus Security Martha Meegan regarding the recent security issues at the college for the next College Council meeting.

Kimo Williams suggested that the language be changed from “recent” to security issues in general.  Margaret Sullivan suggested that the report references damages incurred by students.  Keith Kostecka suggested the language “members of the College Community.” Peter accepted the friendly amendments.

The revised motion, seconded by Edna Madonia, reads:

A comprehensive report shall be prepared by the office of the Vice President of Campus Environment Alicia Berg in conjunction with the office of Director of Campus Security Martha Meegan regarding security issues and property losses incurred by members of the College Community.

The motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

b.  The following miscellaneous items were raised by members under new business:

Louis Silverstein noted that he is hearing that more students are seeing domestic abuse, alcoholism and other social problems in their homes.  Louis said he wanted to make sure that personal security is being considered at the same level as threats to property. Jessica Valerio noted that Jackie Sowinski, director of Counseling Services, is scheduled to attend the next Student Government Association meeting.  Jessica said she would pass along Louis’ concerns.

Louise Love later noted that Perspectives, an employee assistance program the college contracts with, provides assistance for employees in need of help and/or referral.

Keith Kostecka mentioned that concerns over increasing costs for books and supplies were discussed at the last College Council Executive Committee.  He said that the committee plans to pursue the discussion further.

Ann Hemenway said that faculty and staff have discussed threats to security on the IRIS system.   She suggested that there may be a need for further electronic security on the system. 

Patrick Lichty noted that the Interactive Arts and Media department deals with the increasing cost of materials by covering supplies out of the department’s budget.

Jessica Valerio noted that in discussions held by the Book Store Advisory Committee, it was suggested that book costs can be kept lower if faculty members submit their book orders in a timely committee.

Zack Furness noted President Obama’s interest in setting aside funding for green-job training.  He suggested that faculty might consider working together in the spring to organize efforts to bring green jobs training to Columbia by applying for federal funds.

Edna Madonia of CCAP suggested that Zach check with the college’s Office of Institutional Advancement.  She offered to help him make contact with the office.

Sandra Allen said that Associate Vice President of Business Affairs Timothy Bauhs has noted that because of faculty efforts to submit book requests in a timely manner, availability of used books increased by 41 percent.  After receiving support from several College Council members, Sandra agreed to arrange for Timothy to address the College Council about similar issues.
Louis Silverstein noted that during his visits to the Health Services he noticed that the staff there is not covered by health insurance. He is concerned that the college has contracted with a company that does not provide health services to its staff.

9.  Adjournment:  Peter Hartel made a motion to adjourn.  Jessica Valerio seconded. The motion was approved unanimously at 11:25 a.m.

