Columbia College Chicago
College Council Executive Committee

Jan. 30, 2009

Minutes submitted by Curtis Lawrence

Members Present: Keith Kostecka, Curtis Lawrence, Sandra Allen, Louise Love, Peter Cook, Doreen Bartoni, Dennis Rich and Louis Silverstein. Also present: Dan Jordan, parliamentarian. 

1.  Keith Kostecka called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.

2.  Minutes from the Nov. 21 meeting were approved unanimously.

3.  Faculty Senate Inquiry Group.  Sarah Odishoo, Ted Hardin and Pan Papacosta talked about the work done so far.  They distributed an FAQ handout. Pan said that the main reason for the inquiry was that there was not a single body at the college to make decisions about all things academic.  He also said that a senate would result in a more efficient workload for faculty. 
Among the concerns expressed by the Executive Committee were that there needed to be a broader discussion about faculty governance before we began a move toward a senate. Some pointed out that the senate, like the College Council, would still be an advisory body “basically speaking to itself.”  It was also suggested that the discussion be re-framed.  Louise Love suggested the name Faculty-Voice and Authority. This, she said, would encourage a conversation that did not start with a proposed solution.
Sarah said that she would consult with the inquiry group as to how they would continue. The group had planned on a series of town hall meetings with a vote by faculty members at the end of the process.

Keith agreed to announce the work of the committee and any scheduled sessions at the next College Council Meeting.

4.  Bylaws

a. GPC matter: The following changes to the College Council bylaws will be proposed at the next College Council meeting:
The Council recognizes the Graduate Policy Council (GPC) as the body that reviews College-wide issues related to graduate education, makes recommendations for policies related to graduate education, reviews new and revised graduate programs submitted by the graduate curriculum committees of the schools and approved by the school deans, and makes recommendations concerning these programs.  Recommendations of the GPC are made to the Vice President for Academic Affairs and announced by the GPC representative at meetings of the College Council.

b.  Bylaws Committee Meeting: The Bylaws Committee will introduce (as an item of intent) the following changes at the February College Council Meeting for discussion and possible vote at the March meeting. The changes are:
First, that the membership of the College Council’s Budget & Priorities Committee be increased by one with that new member being from PFAC.

Second, that the Standing Rules of the College Council, last formally revised in the fall of 2002, be nullified.  A new Standing Rules document could be started then from scratch.

Third, the Bylaws Committee should implement a system in which any College Council member who proposes a possible change to the body’s Bylaws should first send their proposal to the Bylaws Committee at only two possible times of the academic year (mid- October and mid-March respectively).  This system will allow Bylaws Committee members to be more aware of Bylaws modifications that would go to the full Council and thus increase the efficiency of this committee and also the College Council.
5.  Academic Integrity Policy – President Carter’s response:  Louise Love reported that the college attorney has reviewed the policy and made suggested changes as directed by President Carter.  Louise is reviewing this and will pass it along to Caroline Latta, chair of the Academic Affairs Committee. The policy does not take place until Fall 09.  Parliamentarian Dan Jordan said that the changes do not need to return to the Council for approval.

6.  Evaluation/Teaching & Learning/Teaching Excellence Committees: Sandra Allen reported that the committee investigating a possible merger of the committees has decided not to consolidate.  The committee would like Provost Steve Kapelke to explain the charge of the committee.  Sandra will investigate this process and follow-up.

7. College Council Meetings:  Keith reported that the food budget for the College Council Meetings has been reduced, so there will be a reduced spread. He also suggested that we stay in 1104 S. Wabash for the remainder of the academic year.  Louise volunteered to talk to Alicia Berg about the timing of moving our meetings into the 618 S. Michigan building.

8.  Work/Life/Balance for Students: This discussion will not take place at the February meeting.  Louis Silverstein suggested that art materials should be included in book cost proposals. 
9.  Ideas and Thoughts.

Keith asked members to give some thought to upcoming May elections. 

Keith wanted to add the following to the February agenda:  A statement regarding the Voice and Authority/Faculty-Senate group; Security Concerns.

Louis Silverstein suggested sending a letter to the administration thanking it for the additional scholarships. 

10. Sandra motioned to adjourn.  This was seconded by Louis.
