Columbia College Chicago

College Council Minutes

May 1, 2009

Submitted by Curtis Lawrence, secretary

1.  The meeting was called to order by Keith Kostecka at 10:05 a.m.

2.  Announcements

· Keith thanked Louise Love for providing lunch.

· Keith asked Robert (Bob) Koverman, Associate Vice President of Safety and Security, to provide and update on the H1N1 (Swine Flu) virus.  Bob gave an update on college actions including the distribution of hand sanitizers, etc. 

· Thom Clark announced the upcoming Making Media Connections Conference sponsored by the Community Media Workshop.

· Louise Love called attention to the upcoming celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Center for Teaching Excellence.
3.  Minutes

Greg Narlow motioned that the April minutes be approved.  Dick Dunscomb seconded. The motion was approved unanimously.

4.  Reports

a.  Provost and Deans

Provost Steve Kapelke acknowledged Keith Kostecka’s work for the College Council and the CCFO over the past several years.
Steve reported that the School of Media Arts Curriculum Committee met twice since the last Council meeting and discussed issues including, multi-course management, using the same text in all sections, syllabus requirements and course criteria.  The School of Media Arts Graduate Curriculum Committee met once since the last council meeting.  The committee discussed upcoming departmental meetings with Debra McGrath, Associate Vice President of Enrollment Management, and Kate Lagueux, Associate Director of the Graduate Office, and also policies for courses taken by graduate and undergraduate students.
Steve reported that the School of Fine and Performing Arts Curriculum Committee met and discussed a number of issues including the LAS core curricula audit and courses upgraded from pilot to permanent status. 

b.  Vice President of Student Affairs

Mark Kelly gave updates on student registration, financial holds and tuition payments. He also reported on:

· A tuition increase of 2.86 percent. 

· An increase in freshman scholarships from 300 last year to 600 in the coming academic year. 

· Efforts to streamline the admission review process in the graduate department.
c.  Vice President of Campus Environment – No report.

Questions and Comments for items a, b and c.

Steve Kapelke reminded full-time faculty that attending commencement exercises is a contractual obligation.

Louise Love, Vice President for Academic Affairs, reminded tenured faculty that letters regarding the process for achieving the rank of full professor have been delivered.  She asked those who did not receive a letter to contact her office.

d.  Chair of Chair Person’s Council

Dick Dunscomb reported that Ken Daley is the new chair of the Chairperson’s Council. He also reported that the council is recruiting representatives for a committee that will assist Robert Koverman in reviewing applicants for security contracts.

e.  GPC.  

Louise Love spoke on behalf of GPC chair Jeff Abell.  Louise reported that the MFA in Creative Non-fiction has been recommended for approval and has been forward to her office for review.

f.  CCFO President: 

CCFO President Tom Nawrocki gave an update on CCFO elections.  He also announced that the Faculty Senate Inquiry group will launch the voting process for Faculty Senate approval later in the afternoon.

Tom also thanked Elizabeth Davis-Berg (CCFO Secretary) and Ann Hemenway (CCFO Vice President) for their hard work and dedication.

Tom recognized Howard Schlossberg as the new CCFO Vice President.

Questions for items d, e and f.

Dean Doreen Bartoni voiced concern about tenure-track faculty having trouble getting elected to committees.  She asked if the CCFO has considered limits for the number of committees upon which faculty can serve.  Tom Nawrocki said he shared those concerns and that his understanding was that faculty were limited to two committees per semester.  Tom noted that tenure-track faculty are barred from some committees where tenure is required for service.

g.  SGA President

SGA President Jessica Valerio reported on the SGA’s successful lobbying trip to Springfield.  The group met with legislators and the governor concerning textbook affordability, transportation (specifically the Metra initiative) and other issues.
h.  SOC Chair.  No Report.

i.  Staff Representative. Edna Madonia spoke for Matt Piccirlli, who recently became the father of a baby boy.  She referred Council members to the group’s written report.

5.  Vice-Chair Sandra Allen conducted a roll-call of standing committees to determine if they met during the last month.

6.  Reports to Council of business warranting action from the Standing Committees of the Council.
The following motion, stemming from a proposal from the Academic Affairs Committee, was proposed by College Council member Peter Hartel and seconded by College Council member Rose Economou:

Effective June 2009, the term “graduating with honors” will be changed to cum laude.   At this time as well, the term magna cum laude at 3.8 and summa cum laude at 3.9 will be added to graduation honors terminology. 

Beginning with the 2013 graduating class, the bar for cum laude will be raised from 3.5 to 3.75.

The motion passed unanimously.

7.  Old Business

a.  Proposed Art Conservation Major

Constantin Rasinariu noted a letter of support from the chief conservator at the Field Museum.

Larissa Mulholland offered a motion to approve the major.  This was seconded by Tom Nawrocki. The motion was passed with one “no” vote and three abstentions.

b.  Evaluation Committee
Provost Steve Kapelke said that he had met with Council Chair Keith Kostecka and Anne Foley and that they determined that the most fruitful approach for the evaluation of full-time faculty was to put together a task force to work with the provost’s office to develop evaluation instruments. Steve said that the faculty has a primary role in working with the administration on this issue. 

Keith said he intended to call a meeting of the Evaluation Committee before the end of the academic year.  Two objectives will be to elect a chair and to redefine the charge and scope of the committee.

There was further discussion on the issue.  Louis Silverstein inquired if students would have a role in the process.   Steve Kapelke responded that although there is already a lot of data on student concerns, he saw no reason why one or more students should not be involved in the process.

Peter Insley noted that PFAC was still “very unhappy” with the current system of evaluating part-time faculty. 

Hope Daniels inquired if the Faculty Annual Activity Report would play a part in the evaluation process.  Steve responded that the report was designed more for informational purposes and was not designed as an evaluation tool.
8.  Chair’s Closing Statement
Chair Keith Kostecka made the following statement:
I would like to thank all members of the College Council and its Executive Committee [the Executive Committee members were here asked to stand and be recognized] for their service during the 2008-2009 academic year.  I am particularly grateful for the assistance and advice provided me by Constantin Rasinariu, Dennis Rich, Daniel Jordan (Parliamentarian), Curtis Lawrence (Secretary) and Sandra Allen (Vice-Chair).

I believe that our accomplishments in this academic year were significant and valuable in the life of the college (I will not bore you with noting this list). 

I do though feel the pressing need to again state that shared governance at our institution needs to evolve and strengthen itself.  To do so, we need to look collectively at the goals, values and desires we wish included in an improved shared governance instrument that is inclusive of all members of this body.  As Abraham Lincoln said “A house divided against itself cannot stand.”  We must not allow this dissolution to occur within our College Council.

In closing, I have, as Grover Cleveland said, tried so hard to do right.  Thank you.

9.  Hope Daniels made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This motion was seconded by  Dennis Rich and passed unanimously.
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Called to order at (approximately) 12:20 pm.

Members introduced themselves.

Daniel Jordan, the Parliamentarian, was assisted by Edna Radnik-Madonia.

The nominees for Executive Committee were, in order of nomination:

Faculty:

· Sandra Allen 

· Hope Daniels 

· Kevin Fuller 

· Tom Nawrocki 

· Tau Huang

(Arvis Averette was also nominated, but upon being informed that he is a part-time faculty member, the parliamentarian declared him, in accordance with the bylaws, ineligible to be a member of the Executive Committee.)

Chairs:

· Dennis Rich 

· Margaret Sullivan (declined) 

· Constantin Rasinariu (in absentia)


Administrators:

· Louise Love 

· Doreen Bartoni (declined) 

· Mark Kelly (declined) 

· Alicia Berg (in absentia)


Nominations were closed and elections were held by secret ballot.  The Parliamentarian announced that the following were elected to the Executive Committee: Faculty: Sandra Allen, Hope Daniels, Kevin Fuller, Tom Nawrocki, Tau Huang; Chairs: Dennis Rich, Constantin Rasinariu; Administrators: Louise Love, Alicia Berg.

Nominations were opened for the officer positions, to be chosen from among the members of the Executive Committee.  Nominess were:

Chair:

· Kevin Fuller


Vice-Chair:

· Hope Daniels

Secretary:

· Sandra Allen

Nominations were closed and elections were held by secret ballot. The Parliamentarian, as silly as it seemed, announced that the unopposed candidates won election.

Kevin Fuller assumed the chair.

· Dan Jordan, as parliamentarian, called the meeting to order at 12:15pm
· The new council members introduced themselves.
· Kevin Fuller presided over the meeting. During which he:
a. Thanked Dan Jordan for his service as parliamentarian for the Council during the past year
b. Asked each of the members to sign the roster to indicate they were present. Twenty-six members signed.
c. Announced dates for the All College Council meetings during 09/10 academic year: Oct. 2; Nov. 6; Dec. 4; Feb. 5; April 2; May 7
d. Said that Council meeting may be held on 2nd floor of 618 North Michigan Avenue if space is available. Otherwise, meetings will continue to be held on 8th floor of 1104 S. Wabash. Members will be advised.
· Tao Huang moved the meeting be adjourned. It was seconded. The meeting adjourned at approximately 12:35pm. 



