Columbia College Chicago
Executive Committee of the College Council

Minutes of the meeting of Nov. 21, 2008

Submitted by Curtis Lawrence, College Council secretary

Members in attendance: Keith Kostecka, Curtis Lawrence, Sandra Allen, Constantin Rasinariu, Louis Silverstein, Margaret Sullivan, Dennis Rich, Louise Love and Parliamentarian Daniel Jordan.

Members Absent: Peter Cook and Doreen Bartoni.

1.  Chair Keith Kostecka called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.

2. The minutes from the October meeting were approved with one abstention by Louise Love, who was not at the October meeting.

3.  Bylaws/Graduate Police Council:  Keith began the conversation by stating that the changes to the bylaws could not be voted on by the College Council until February if the changes are introduced at the December meeting.  Jeff Abel gave an overview of the GPC history. Jeff said that the GPC had found the bylaws to be out of date, including references to structures that no longer exist.  He said the process to review and update the bylaws began last year under Keith Cleveland. There was discussion as to whether the GPC was a “parallel entity” as Jeff described it or a body that operates under the College Council bylaws as Dennis described it.  Jeff noted that in the past there has been concern as to whether the College Council should be making decisions regarding graduate programs. Others voiced concern about the GPC being viewed as outside of the College Council. Louis said he was concerned about the college moving to a more vertical structure where Columbia College faculty and staff are being included less in decision-making.  He also noted that some graduate issues also impact undergraduate operations.
Dennis made a motion that Jeff and Louise will draft language rescinding all references to the GPC from the College Council bylaws and offer a replacement statement describing the GPC or newly named body that will report its recommendations at meetings of the College Council.

Keith seconded the motion. Keith, Dennis and Louise voted in favor. Curtis and Louis voted against the motion.  Margaret, Sandra and Constantin abstained.  The motion passed by a 3-2 vote. Keith said that at the December College Council meeting he would announce the intent to bring the matter to a vote at the February meeting. 

4. President Carter’s Presentation at the December College Council meeting:  Keith said he has discussed the presentation with President Carter’s office.

5. Walter Kendall’s presentation at the December College Council meeting: Keith said he had discussed Kendall’s presentation with him. The presentation will address best governance practices including faculty evaluation, administrator evaluation, accountability of administration to faculty and inclusiveness of decision making.

6.  Academic Integrity Policy: Keith noted that the policy will be introduced by Caroline Latta at the next College Council meeting and will be brought up for discussion and vote at that time.
7.  Budget and Priorities Statement: Keith reported that the committee has had discussions online and in person.  The committee is scheduled to meet on Dec. 2 to finalize the statement.

8. Evaluation/Teaching & Learning/ Teaching Excellence Committees: Sandra reported that the group is meeting in the coming week and she will distribute a report on its recommendation.

9.  Attending College Council Meetings:  Keith will remind members that it’s important to attend meetings and that the appropriate section of the bylaws can be invoked for obsessive absenteeism. 

10. Deep Thoughts:  Louise announced that Beau Beaudoin of the Television Department had been awarded the Illinois Professor of the Year award.  Louis mentioned concern over finding more students working under increased financial pressure.  Louise suggested having an inter-institutional discussion about the economic crisis and its impact on students.

Margaret said that she will ask for volunteers to join a task force to explore the work-life balance under the current economic crisis.  

11. The meeting was adjourned shortly before noon.
