Columbia College Chicago
College Council Minutes 

Oct. 3, 2008

1.  Meeting was called to order by Keith Kostecka at 10:03 a.m.

2.  Chair Keith Kostecka read President Carters approval of the IAM/BFA degree recommendation from the May 2008 College Council meeting.
3.  Minutes from the May 2008 meeting were approved unanimously.

4.  Council members introduced themselves.

5.  Chair Keith Kostecka read his statement welcoming the 2008-09 College Council.  (This statement is posted on the College Council web site.)
6. Curtis Lawrence spoke briefly on his goals as secretary. He plans to continue improving the College Council web site and increasing accessibility and transparency.
7. Keith Kostecka gave a brief overview of Council procedures. He encourage members to: use the microphone; avoid crosstalk; refrain from reading reports verbatim; and to adhere to the five minute time limit for presentations.
Parliamentarian Daniel Jordan then discussed his role on the Council and reviewed parliamentary procedures.

8.  REPORTS

a.  Provost and Deans: Louise Love announced that the Board of Trustees approved rank at its meeting on Thursday, Oct. 2.  The new system will take effect in Fall 2009. 

b. Vice President of Student Affairs: Mark Kelly gave his report on Fall Enrollment. His report included: 

· The number of new full-time freshmen increased by 7.7 percent to 2,333, an increase of 167 students.

· Full time transfer students declined 7.7 percent, a decrease of 109 students.

· Over 2,000 new students are living on campus with a total on-campus community of 2,750.

Mark will address student affordability issues at the November meeting.

c.  Vice President of Campus Environment: Alicia Berg presented her report. Highlights included:

· Former Spertus Museum property, 618 S. Michigan, scheduled to open in Spring 2009.
· 916 – 1000 S. Wabash scheduled to open in Spring 2009.

(Alicia’s full report is available on the College Council web site.)

Questions and Comments for A, B and C

Keith Kostecka thanked Louise Love for her leadership on the Rank and Promotion Task Force.

Kimo Williams inquired about the elevator service at 624 S. Michigan and asked if an assessment of the elevators could be done. He said that student tardiness due to slow elevators is still a problem. Alicia said that there is simply not enough elevator service in the building, but that she would reassess the problem.
Louis Silverstein inquired about economic diversity on campus. Mark Kelly responded that economic pressures on students are incredible.

Barry Young voiced concerned about security on campus. Alicia Berg responded that she is exploring a key card system.

D. Chair of Chairperson’s Council: Richard Dunscomb reported that a letter has been sent to Deans requesting that budget adjustments be made on actual enrollment figures. The council also asked how and if profits can be retained and used by the academic departments. (This full report can be viewed on the College Council web site.)

E. CCFO President: Vice President Ann Hemenway presented the report. Highlights included: 


-- The CCFO has added a House of Representatives.

-- A faculty Senate task force has been established.


-- The CCF0 Survey has been sent to members. Ann thanked Elizabeth Davis Berg and  

            Rob Watkins for their work on the CCFO survey. Survey details included:




10% increase in responses over last year





80% of tenured track faculty responded





60% of tenured faculty responded





The top five faculty concerns were:

· Additional full time faculty in departments

· Additional space in departments

· Concerns stemming from growth of college

· Increase in base salary percentage raise

· Transparent evaluation of deans and administration

(Complete survey results will be posted soon on the CCFO web site.)

F.  Part-Time Faculty Representative: Julian Brown announced that an evaluation system for part-time faculty has been implemented although PFAC is “less than pleased” with the system. 
G.  Student Representative: Jessica Valerio reported that the Student Government Association is:
· Lobbying the Legislature to provide Metra passes. HB 2144 is to be voted on in January.
· Continuing to work on textbook affordability issues

· Researching scholarship accessibility

Miranda Nicholas reported that mandatory orientation has paid dividends. The video on student organizations created a lot of buzz. There are now 100 organizations on campus.

H. Staff Report: Greg Narlow introduced Matt Piccirilli as new staff representative on the Council. He replaces Corey Plazak. A staff report citing staff activities outside of their normal responsibilities was distributed and is posted on the College Council web site.

Questions and Comments for G and H.

Hope Daniels recognized Deborah Coney on completing her degree.

Louis Silverstein asked what student organizations are doing regarding voter registration. Jessica Valerio reported that a lot of volunteer activity has been going on although the SGA did not take a direct role.

Mark Kelly added that close to 2,000 students have registered to vote during past six weeks. Many students registered while picking up U-passes.

Kimo Williams asked if a system was in place to prevent replication of student groups. Miranda Nicholas replied that no two groups are allowed to have the same mission statement.
Tao Huang asked about plans for reducing paperwork for student groups. Miranda reported that the process for funding has been streamlined.

Louis Silverstein inquired about textbook affordability. Jessica Valerio said that this is a “huge issue.” She said she had a $600 text book bill. She said this issue has been moved to the front burner. One problem, she said, is that texts are being required, but not used in classes.
9.  Standing Committees. Vice chair Sandra Allen inquired about meetings of all committees. Also, Keith Kostecka recognized Beatrix Budy from Science and Math as the winner of the Excellence in Teaching Award.
10. Reports to Council of business warranting action.

Reporting for the Academic Affairs Committee Constantin Rasinariu reported that the committee will introduce the Academic Integrity Policy at town hall meetings before it is brought to the council for consideration. 
Peter Hartel asked Chris Richert about date that the Budget and Priorities Committee will have its report completed. Dennis Rich urged the committee to be completed in time to be of use to the committee. It was the consensus (by show of hands) of the Council to have the report ready for the December meeting.

Dennis Rich spoke about bylaws proposals before the Council. The bylaws concern eliminating the position for Dean of Graduate Administration and Student Services and recognizing the school Curriculum Committees in the Bylaws as the appropriate bodies to review and recommend graduate and undergraduate courses and other curricula changes.

These changes will be discussed and voted on at the Nov. 7 meeting.

11.  New Business

A.  Future Council Meetings:  Alicia Berg reports that there is a column free space on the second floor in the renovated 618 S. Michigan building. Although it is a student space, the Council would be able to meet there. Keith asked that the Council’s executive committee first view the space. If appropriate, the Council could use the space as early as February.
B. Evaluation Committee: George Bailey reported that the Committee asked the College Council to re-evaluate the role of the committee and it what form it should continue, if at all. Keith Kostecka reported that the Executive Committee has discussed the possibility of merging the Evaluation, Excellence in Teaching and the Teaching and Learning Committees.  These committees are asked to look at their charges for commonalities with the possibility of forming one larger committee.  The Executive Committee has asked Vice Chair Sandra Allen to take the lead on this process.

Keith and Anne Foley mentioned that a separate small group has been comprised to investigate how to bring more full-time faculty input into the evaluation process. The first meeting of that group is scheduled for Oct. 29.

Sandra made a motion that the council be charged to create a special committee to evaluate the issues related to the evaluation committee and that those four members be George, me and the chairs of the other two committees (Excellence in Teaching and the Teaching and Learning committees).  The motion is seconded by Dennis Rich. The motion was adopted unanimously. 

C. Graduate Studies Administration at College:  Louise Love reported that as of Sept. 1, the Office of Graduate Administration and Admission no longer exists and the duties have been transferred to Student Affairs under the direction of Deb McGrath. The Graduate Transition Task Force has been established to ensure that all graduate businesses is conducted properly.

Deb McGrath said that all of graduate administration will keep a separate identity from undergraduate admissions. The intention is to shine a brighter light on graduate studies at Columbia, McGrath said.  She said the office is working on establishing an online graduate application. She said that under Student Affairs, the graduate program should have more resources available and more support. She noted that the Transition Task Force meets weekly.

Louise said that if anyone has a concern regarding graduate administration to please alert her or Deb McGrath so that these concerns can be brought to the task force.

 Jeff Abell, the Council’s graduate representative, reported that the Graduate Policy Council is working on revising its bylaws which should clarify the GPC’s relationship with the council.

Peter Hartel made a motion to adjourn at 11:57 a.m. Doreen Bartoni seconded the motion.
