Columbia College Chicago
Executive Committee of the 

College Council

Minutes of the meeting of Oct. 31, 2008

Submitted by Curtis Lawrence, College Council Secretary

Members in attendance: Keith Kostecka, Sandra Allen, Constantin Rasinariu, Peter Cook, Louis Silverstein, Margaret Sullivan and Dennis Rich. Parliamentarian Daniel Jordan also was present.

1.  Meeting was called to order by College Council Chair Keith Kostecka at 10:05 a.m.

Keith announced that Curtis Lawrence, secretary, would not be able to attend the November College Council meeting because of a family commitment.  Louis Silverstein agreed to take notes for Curtis.

Keith announced that Patrick Lichty has stepped off of the Bylaws Committee. Peter Hartel was mention as a replacement. Keith will pursue.

2.  Minutes from the Sept. 26, 2008 Executive Board were approved unanimously.

3.  Future Meetings: Keith reported that he has contacted John Kavouris of Campus Environment regarding setting use of the refurbished 618 S. Michigan building for College Council meetings beginning in February. Keith, Sandra Allen and Curtis sill arrange for a tour of the space to determine if it’s adequate for meetings.

4.  Bylaws: 
a. Two bylaws revisions were discussed. One revision concerned reducing the overall number of College Council from 53 to 52 because of the elimination of the Dean of Graduate Administration & Student Services position. The other involved an addition concerning recognition of the school Curriculum Committees as the appropriate bodies to review and recommend graduate and undergraduate courses, etc. The changes will be voted on at the November College Council meeting.
b. GPC: There was a lengthy discussion about notice from the GPC of its intent to present a motion to the College Council to revise its bylaws. There were a number of concerns about the College Council not being included earlier in this process. It was determined that Keith should discuss this with Jeff Abel, the GPC representative of the College Council. (It was later determined that Jeff Abel would attend the November Executive Board meeting to offer further explanation.)

5.  Student Affordability Presentation: Vice President of Student Affairs Mark Kelly will give a 15 minute presentation at the November College Council Meeting. 
6.  Evaluation/Teaching and Learning/Teaching Excellence Committees: Sandra reported that representatives from the task force considering merging the three committees had a collegial and productive meeting.  It was suggested that the process include an analysis of past agendas from all committees and polling of full and part-time faculty. Sandra said that she will pass these suggestions along to the task force.

7.  Academic Integrity Policy: The policy will be noted as a new item on the November College Council Agenda.

8.  Response to President Carter’s 10/15 memo: There was a lengthy discussion about how the Executive Committee and College Council should respond to President Carter’s memo regarding the impact of the national economy on the college.  The committee decided that Peter Cook would work with Keith on composing the responding and that Sandra would assist with editing. 

9. Ideas and Thoughts: As part of the above-noted discussion on the response to President Carter’s memo, many thought that issues of best practices in academia regarding shared governance should be addressed. It was suggested that a representative from the American Association of University Professors be invited to discuss this at a future council meeting. This presentation would be considered for the December meeting.

10.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.

