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THE DANCE CENTER OF COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO 
In association with The Joyce Theater, 

ANNOUNCES JESSICA MILLER TOMLINSON AS THE WINNER OF  
THE A.W.A.R.D. SHOW! 2009: CHICAGO  
Artists With Audiences Responding to Dance 

 
CHICAGOÑ The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago is pleased to announce that choreographer 
Jessica Miller Tomlinson is the winner of The A.W.A.R.D Show! 2009: Chicago. Tomlinson, who 
competed in a four-day event with 11 other participants, received a $10,000 cash award to use toward the 
creation of a new dance work. Two runners-up, Allyson Esposito and Megan SchneebergerÑ The 
Space/Movement Project and Julia RhoadsÑ Lucky Plush Productions, were each awarded $1,000.  
 
The A.W.A.R.D. Show! took place June 24Ð27 at The Dance Center. Each of the first three nearly sold-out 
evening performances featured the work of four different choreographers followed by an audience vote to 
select a finalist to perform again on the fourth night of the series. Immediately following each vote, artists 
and audience engaged in a moderated discussion. ÒBy declaring out loud and upfront that audiences for 
The A.W.A.R.D. Show! are charged with the rights and the responsibility to make qualitative choices about 
what they see, the selection process becomes transparent and hopefully encourages honesty. Then the 
audience and artists can get on with the task of really looking at the work before them for what it is and to 
try and see it deeply,Ó said Neta Pulvermacher, founder of The A.W.A.R.D. Show! 
 
At the final nearly sold-out performance on June 27, a panel of arts professionals along with the audience 
chose the winner of the $10,000 award. The voting panelists included Jan Erkert, department head, 
University of Illinois Department of Dance; Kevin Iega Jeff, cofounder/artistic director, Deeply Rooted 
Productions; Paul Organisak, vice president of programming, Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, and executive 
director, Pittsburgh Dance Council; and Linda Shelton, executive director of The Joyce Theater 
Foundation. 
 
ÒThe A.W.A.R.D. Show! 2009: Chicago was great for Chicago dance, and weÕre so grateful to The Joyce 
Theater in New York to be involved in its national roll-out,Ó said Dance Center Executive Director Phil 
Reynolds. ÒAudiences viewed the work of 12 regional choreographers over four nights, providing a 
different, more meaningful and engaged experience with the work. Ultimately, as a result of the 
audiencesÕ votes, one rose to the top: Jessica Miller Tomlinson. All were winners, though, in this unusual 
and unique approach to Audiences With Artists Responding to Dance Ð The A.W.A.R.D. Show!Ó 
 
 ÒThe Joyce Theater Foundation was thrilled to be able to partner with The Dance Center to bring The 
A.W.A.R.D. Show! to Chicago with the support of The Boeing Company,Ó said Linda Shelton, executive 
director of The Joyce Theater Foundation. ÒWe could not be happier with the audience turnout and 
participation for the first year of this partnership, and I would like to sincerely congratulate all of the  
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artists for their performances. Make sure to watch for the next series of The A.W.A.R.D. Show! in 
Philadelphia from September 15 through19 as part of the Philadelphia Live Arts Festival.Ó 
 
Tomlinson, Esposito/Schneeberger and Rhoads will report back on their progress in creating new work 
with the prize money that they received. When performances of these works are scheduled, information 
will appear on websites of The Dance Center, The Joyce Theater and each company. The audiences will 
then have a chance to attend a performance of a work that they ultimately helped to actualize. 
 
The twelve participants in Chicago were: 

¥ Francisco Avi–a 
¥ Rachel BuntingÑ The Humans 
¥ Allyson Esposito and Megan SchneebergerÑ The Space/Movement Project 
¥ Lisa Gonzales and Darrell Jones 
¥ Carrie HansonÑ The Seldoms 
¥ Archana Kumar 
¥ Lizzie MacKenzieÑ NoMi LaMad Dance Company 
¥ Julia RhoadsÑ Lucky Plush Productions 
¥ Molly ShanahanÑ Mad Shak 
¥ Enid SmithÑ Enid Smith Dance 
¥ Jessica Miller Tomlinson 
¥ Joel Valentin-Martinez 

  
The A.W.A.R.D. Show! was founded in 2006 by choreographer Neta Pulvermacher/The Neta Dance 
Company and producer Marisa Kšnig Beatty in response to a need for a lab-like space in which working 
dance artists can engage in an open dialogue with the audience about the work presented. The 
A.W.A.R.D. Show! is now administered and produced by The Joyce Theater Foundation and has been 
expanded from an annual series held in New York City at Joyce SoHo to a multi-city format in 2009. 
This year, The Joyce Theater Foundation has partnered with The Dance Center of Columbia College 
Chicago, Philadelphia Live Arts Festival and On the Boards (Seattle) with additional series taking place 
in New York City June 18Ð21, in Philadelphia September 15Ð19 and in Seattle December 10Ð13. 
 
The presentation of The A.W.A.R.D. Show! 2009 Chicago was funded, in part, by The Boeing Company 
Charitable Trust. 
 
The awards in New York City have been generously underwritten by Scott Kasan. The awards in Chicago, 
Philadelphia and Seattle have been generously underwritten by The Boeing Company.  
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Winner Information 
Jessica Miller Tomlinson graduated from the North Carolina School of the Arts with a B.F.A. in 
contemporary dance. She has performed works by Warren Conover, Paul Taylor, David Parsons, Neta 
Pulvermacher, Lucas Crandall, Mark Morris, Lauri Stallings, Lar Lubovitch, Gail Gilbert and Kevin 
Wynn. Upon moving to Chicago, she was on scholarship for a year at the Lou Conte Dance Studio. 
Tomlinson has choreographed professionally for the Chautauqua Ballet Company, and her work Forget 
What You Came For?, which premiered at New Dances 2006, was selected to be included in Thodos 
Dance ChicagoÕs repertory for two seasons. In the summer of 2008, she was selected as the NCSA 
Alumni Choreographer for the Manteo Performance Series, where her work Die Lieder Tanzen was 
performed. She is currently in her fifth season with Thodos Dance Chicago, performing nationally and 
internationally. In addition, she teaches dance at several Chicagoland studios. 
 
Finalists Information 
Allyson Esposito and Megan Schneeberger—The Space/Movement Project is a Chicago-based 
modern dance collective celebrating its fifth season. An organization built upon collaboration, the group 
operates without a single artistic director but with several members sharing the post. TS/MP has 
produced concerts at such notable Chicago venues as Links Hall, Prop Thtr, Hamlin Park Fieldhouse, 
The Galaxie and Roosevelt UniversityÕs Ganz Hall. However, the group is also known for bringing 
dance to such unusual spaces as a metered parking spot, city parks and empty stairwells. In addition, 
TS/MP participates in arts festivals locally and regionally. Committed to artistic partnership, the 
company continuously works with visual artists, musicians, actors and videographers to find exciting, 
inventive ways to create dance. Currently company members are investigating their Chicago-born 
ancestries to make works to be performed throughout the cityÕs historic neighborhoods in fall 2009. 
 
Led by choreographer Julia Rhoads, Lucky Plush Productions is a dance theatre company that has 
facilitated the relationship between dance, performance and new media technologies since 1999. The 
company has created more than 25 original works including performance installations, two dance films 
and seven evening-length productions. Lucky Plush has been featured in Time Out ChicagoÕs cover 
story Ò5 reasons to love dance in ChicagoÓ and the Chicago TribuneÕs ÒBest of Dance 2008,Ó and a 
Dance Magazine review noted Òthere is little doubt Lucky Plush will continue to evolve in its exciting 
efforts to integrate artistic forms.Ó Rhoads has received a Cliff Dwellers Award for Choreography, two 
Illinois Arts Council Fellowships, a Jacob K. Javits Fellowship, a Chicago Dancemakers Forum Lab 
Artist Award and a fellowship from the Maggie Allesee National Center for Choreography for the early 
research and development of Lucky PlushÕs 10th anniversary concert Punk Yankees.   
 
Organizational Information 
 

 
 
The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago was established in 1969 to house Columbia College 
ChicagoÕs Dance Department. Early in its history, all the diverse elements of the art were developed 
within The Dance CenterÕs program. As a complete learning center for dance, it offers a full range of 
activities designed to enhance and expand the quantity and quality of dance available in Chicago and the 
Midwest. The Dance Center is ChicagoÕs leading presenter of contemporary dance. Its presenting series, 
established in 1974, provides Chicago audiences with opportunities to experience the diversity of 
contemporary dance in professional settings.    (more) 
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Programs of The Dance Center are supported in part by Alphawood Foundation, The Chicago Community 
Trust, The MacArthur Fund for Arts and Culture at Prince, The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust, The 
Boeing Company Charitable Trust, Arts Midwest, Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation, The Richard H. 
Driehaus Foundation, The Irving Harris Foundation, The Mayer & Morris Kaplan Family Foundation, The 
Japan Foundation and the New England Foundation for the Arts. Additional funding is provided by the 
National Endowment for the Arts and the Illinois Arts Council. Special thanks to Friends of The Dance 
Center. 
 
 

 
The Joyce Theater Foundation, a non-profit organization, has proudly served the dance community and 
its audiences since 1982. The founders, Cora Cahan and Eliot Feld, acquired and renovated the Elgin 
Theater in Chelsea, which opened as The Joyce Theater in 1982. The Joyce is named in honor of Joyce 
Mertz, beloved daughter of LuEsther T. Mertz. It was LuEstherÕs clear, undaunted vision and abundant 
generosity that made it imaginable and ultimately possible to establish the theater. One of the only theaters 
built by dancers for dance, The Joyce Theater has provided an intimate and elegant New York home for 
more than 290 domestic and international companies. The Joyce has also commissioned more than 130 
new dances since 1992. In 1996, The Joyce created Joyce SoHo, a dance center providing highly 
subsidized rehearsal and performance space to hundreds of dance artists. The Joyce Theater now features 
an annual season of approximately 48 weeks with over 340 performances for audiences in excess of 
135,000. Additionally, for the last five years The Joyce has co-produced Evening Stars as part of the River 
To River Festival in Battery Park.  
 
Leadership support for The Joyce Theater FoundationÕs 2008Ð2009 season has been received from the 
LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust.  
 
Major support for The Joyce has been provided by The Boeing Company, Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, Robert Sterling Clark Foundation, First Republic Bank, The Harkness Foundation for Dance, 
JPMorgan Chase Foundation, The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels 
Foundation, The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation, The Shubert Foundation and The Starr Foundation. 
Additional lead support has been provided by Alphawood Foundation, Bloomberg L.P., The Gladys 
Krieble Delmas Foundation, Industrial Color / Global Edit, William J. and Dorothy K. OÕNeill Foundation 
and The Jerome Robbins Foundation. 
 
Programs of The Joyce are made possible, in part, with public funds from the National Endowment for the 
Arts; the New York State Council on the Arts, a state agency; and the New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs. 
 
Special support for The A.W.A.R.D. Show! at Joyce SoHo has been provided by Scott Kasen. Additional 
support for Joyce SoHo has been provided by the Lila Acheson Wallace Theater Fund established in The 
New York Community Trust by the founders of the ReaderÕs Digest Association, Goldman, Sachs & Co. 
and Foundation for Contemporary Arts. 
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