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The Joyce Theater Foundation  

in association with 
The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago  

Philadelphia Live Arts Festival and On the Boards (Seattle) 
Announces 48 Participants in The A.W.A.R.D. Show! 2009 

Artists With Audiences Responding to Dance 
Twelve Choreographers Selected to Participate in Each City:  

New York City, Chicago, Philadelphia and Seattle 
 
The Joyce Theater Foundation, in association with The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago, 
Philadelphia Live Arts Festival and On the Boards (Seattle), is pleased to announce the 12 choreographers 
in each of the four cities who will participate in The A.W.A.R.D Show! 2009. The 48 participants were 
selected from a total of 218 applicants from across the country; one from each city will take home a 
$10,000 award to use toward the creation of a new dance work.  
 
Of Chicago’s 12 participants (bios attached), the work of the following will be performed Wednesday, 
June 24 at 8 p.m.: 

• Francisco Aviña 
• Rachel Bunting—The Humans 
• Archana Kumar 
• Julia Rhoads—Lucky Plush Productions 

 
These participants’ work will be performed Thursday, June 25 at 8 p.m.: 

• Lisa Gonzales and Darrell Jones 
• Lizzie MacKenzie—NoMi LaMad Dance Company 
• Enid Smith—Enid Smith Dance 
• Jessica Miller Tomlinson 

 
These participants’ work will be performed Friday, June 26 at 8 p.m.: 

• Allyson Esposito and Megan Schneeberger—The Space/Movement Project 
• Carrie Hanson—The Seldoms 
• Molly Shanahan—Mad Shak 
• Joel Valentin-Martinez 

 
The winners from each of the three evenings will perform in the finals on Saturday, June 27 at 8 p.m.  
 
Chicago performances take place at The Dance Center, 1306 S. Michigan Avenue. Tickets are $15 
per night and will be available at 312-369-6600 or colum.edu/dancecenter beginning May 18, 2009. 
The presentation of The A.W.A.R.D. Show! 2009 Chicago is funded, in part, by The Boeing Company 
Charitable Trust.       (more) 



Joyce Theater Foundation/Dance Center Announce The A.W.A.R.D. Show! Participants/Add One 
 
Each series of The A.W.A.R.D. Show! will present the work of the 12 promising contemporary 
choreographers selected over four nights of performances. Three preliminary evenings will feature the 
work of four choreographers per night. Each dance piece will be 15 minutes or less of a completed work, 
excerpt or work-in-progress. After each performance, a moderated artist and audience discussion will take 
place, followed by an audience vote to select a finalist to perform again on the fourth and final night of the 
series. Each night the audience and the artists will be invited to a post-performance reception where 
further informal dialogue about the work is encouraged. On the final night, a panel of experts in dance and 
other cultural arts fields, along with the audience, will choose the winner of the award in that city.  
 
The first place winners in each of the four participating cities will receive $10,000 cash awards. The two 
runners-up in each city will receive $1,000. These awards are to be used toward the creation of new dance 
work. Awards in Chicago, Philadelphia and Seattle have been generously underwritten by The Boeing 
Company. The awards in New York City have been generously underwritten by Scott Kasan. 
 
A national panel of distinguished dance experts evaluated the applications for The A.W.A.R.D. Show! 
series taking place in Chicago, Philadelphia and Seattle. The panelists included Martin Wechsler, 
director of programming of The Joyce Theater Foundation; Phil Reynolds, executive director of The 
Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago; Nick Stuccio, producing director of the Philadelphia Live 
Arts Festival; and Lane Czaplinski, artistic director of On the Boards. The applicants for The A.W.A.R.D. 
Show! series taking place in New York City at Joyce SoHo were evaluated by a group of 13 panelists 
that included dance artists, arts administrators and dance enthusiasts. Each applicant was evaluated 
according to the P.O.E.M. criteria: Potential, Originality, Execution and Merit. 
 
The 12 participants in New York City (performances June 18–21 at Joyce SoHo) are Vanessa Justice—
Vanessa Justice Dance, Sidra Bell—Sidra Bell Dance New York, Shannon Gillen & Elisabeth Motley—
DOORKNOB COMPANY, Andrea Miller—Gallim Dance, Makiko Tamura—small apple co., Isabel 
Gotzkowsky—Isabel Gotzkowsky and Friends, Anthony Whitehurst, Vershawn Sanders—Red Clay 
Dance Company, Ximena Garnica—Garnica LEIMAY, Monica Bill Barnes—Monica Bill Barnes & 
Company, Emery LeCrone and Tami Stronach—Tami Stronach Dance. 
 
The 12 participants in Philadelphia (September 15–17 and 19, presented by Philadelphia Live Arts 
Festival at Arts Bank at the University of the Arts) are Nichole Canuso—Nichole Canuso Dance 
Company, Devynn Emory—Devynn Emory/Beast Productions, Kirsten Kaschock, Braham Logan 
Crane, Megan Mazarick, Jen McGinn, Jumatatu Poe—Idiosyncrazy Productions, Gabrielle Revlock, 
Jenn Rose, Zornitsa Stoyanova—Here[begin] Dance Co., Kathryn TeBordo—Workshop for Potential 
Movement and Kate Watson-Wallace—anonymous bodies. 
 
The 12 participants in Seattle (December 10–13, presented by On the Boards at Behnke Center for 
Contemporary Performance) are Catherine Cabeen, Sonia Dawkins—SD Prism Dance Theatre, Lauren 
Edson, Hannah Lagerway—Coriolis Dance Collective, Ricki Mason—LAUNCH dance theater, 
Shannon Mockli, KT Niehoff—Lingo, Amelia Reeber, Molly Scott—Scott/Powell Performance, Olivier 
Wevers—Whim W’Him, Daniel Wilkins—DASSdance and Deborah Wolf. 
 
The four first-place winners and the eight runners-up of The A.W.A.R.D. Show! 2009 will report back on 
their progress in creating new work with the prize money that they receive, and when performances of the  
work are scheduled, they will be advertised on The Joyce Theater website and on each company’s website 

(more) 
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as well. In this way, the audience will have a chance to attend a performance and see a dance work that 
they ultimately helped to fund. 
 
The A.W.A.R.D. Show! was created in response to a need for a lab-like space in which working dance 
artists can engage in an open dialogue with the audience about their work. 
 
The A.W.A.R.D. Show! 2009 is administered by The Joyce Theater Foundation. All programming is 
subject to change. 
 
The A.W.A.R.D. Show! was founded in 2006 by Neta Pulvermacher/Neta Dance Company with original 
co-production by Marisa König Beatty. 
 



Chicago Participants 
 
Francisco Avina’s training started at Orange County High School of the Performing Arts and continued 
at Alvin Ailey. He worked as a dancer in such projects as Newsies, Batman and Robin, Michael 
Jackson’s Sisterella, Fame L.A the TV series, The World Billboard Music Awards and numerous 
corporate industrials such as Adidas, Canon, Nike, Reebok, Asics, Nintendo and Aveda. Moving to 
Chicago, he began his company career with Hubbard Street 2 for one year, moving to River North for 
one year and subsequently into Hubbard Street’s main company for two years. His choreography credits 
include Gianni Versace fashion show in Singapore, 10th Annual American Choreography Awards in 
Los Angeles, Nickolodeon’s Kid’s Choice Awards with Justin Timberlake, three pieces for Hubbard 
Street 2, one of which was created through a national choreography competition. Last summer while in 
Mexico City he choreographed Disney’s High School Musical La Seleccion, which led to Disney’s High 
School Musical Mexico-The Movie. He completed the first piece set on Danceworks Chicago entitled 
Track 4 under the artistic direction of Julie Nakagawa. He is currently featured on the DVD of Celine 
Dion’s “A New Day,” which he performed in the Las Vegas production under the direction of Franco 
Dragone with choreography by Mia Michaels.     
 
Rachel Bunting (The Humans) is a 2001 graduate of Columbia College Chicago. She received a B.A. 
with a major in dance, but more importantly discovered her instinct for combining image with motion. 
Last summer Bunting was handpicked by Susan Marshall to spend three weeks at The Atlantic Center for 
the Arts in Florida as an associate artist under her mentorship. In 2007, she was chosen as a resident artist 
at The Canal Chapter, a gallery space in SoHo, where The Humans lived and created a performance 
installation. Most recently, she and fellow dancer Precious Jennings performed in a series presented by 
Movement Research at Judson Church in NYC. With gratitude for all involved, Bunting has received three 
consecutive Illinois Arts Council Finalist Awards for her choreography as well as been graced with a 
residency at Hamlin Park Fieldhouse Theater since 2004. 
 
Allyson Esposito and Megan SchneebergerÑ The Space/Movement Project is a Chicago-based 
modern dance collective celebrating its fifth season. An organization built upon collaboration, the group 
operates without a single artistic director but with several members sharing the post. TS/MP has 
produced concerts at such notable Chicago venues as Links Hall, Prop Thtr, Hamlin Park Fieldhouse, 
The Galaxie and Roosevelt University’s Ganz Hall. However, the group is also known for bringing 
dance to such unusual spaces as a metered parking spot, city parks and empty stairwells. In addition, 
TS/MP participates in arts festivals locally and regionally. Committed to artistic partnership, the 
company continuously works with visual artists, musicians, actors and videographers to find exciting, 
inventive ways to create dance. Currently company members are investigating their Chicago-born 
ancestries to make works to be performed throughout the city’s historic neighborhoods in fall 2009. 
 
Lisa Gonzales is an independent dance maker, improviser land performing artist. She is a founding 
member of The Architects, an improvisation-based dance company, and has performed and shown her 
choreography in New York at such venues as DTW, Danspace at St. Mark’s Church, Joyce SoHo, Theater 
for the New City and others, as well as spaces across the U.S. and in Taiwan, Russia, Finland and the 
Dominican Republic. Darrell Jones is a performer, choreographer and teacher. He has performed in the 
U.S. and abroad with companies such as Bebe Miller, Urban Bush Women, Ronald K. Brown, Min 
Tanaka, Ralph Lemon and Kokuma Dance Theater. Gonzales and Jones are full-time faculty members at 
The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago. 
 
 

(more) 



Under the leadership of Artistic Director Carrie Hanson, The Seldoms, founded in 2001, is a 
contemporary dance company known for combining physical risk with rigorous inscription of idea onto 
the body. The repertory houses intelligent, visual works driven by inquiry in contemporary issues, the 
history of ideas and art and personal experiences. The center of the work is dance; however, the vision 
extends to the whole action and environment on stage. Collaborators include the International 
Contemporary Ensemble, composer Richard Woodbury, painter Jackie Kazarian, architect Joel Huffman 
and designers Lara Miller and Anke Loh. The Seldoms has gained a reputation for bold, innovative 
performance in unusual spaces, such as an outdoor drained swimming pool and a 17,000 sq. ft. garage. 
Carrie Hanson has received two Illinois Arts Council Fellowships and a Ruth Page Award and was a 
Chicago Dancemakers Forum 2005 Lab Artist. She teaches at The Dance Center of Columbia College 
Chicago and received an M.A. from Laban Centre London. 
 
Archana Kumar  began her love affair with dance almost two decades ago, extensively trained in Indian 
classical dances Baratanatyam and Kathak. Since 2000 she has trained in modern dance techniques from 
Seattle-based choreographers. In 2004, she formed Manasarovar Kathak in Seattle teaching Kathak to kids 
and adults. She often collaborates with the Seattle-based band ANJUMAN (anjumantheband.com ) 
performing fusion works blending Afro-Cuban rhythms with Salsa and Kathak. She has collaborated with 
several companies and her works have been showcased nationally and internationally (India, Japan, China, 
Canada, UAE). As a soloist and independent choreographer, her works are experimental, rich in cultural 
pluralism and draw inspirations from Butoh, Indian classical dance, modern dance techniques and 
anything else she finds interesting, relying heavily on improvisation. She is currently researching the 
ancient improvisational performance techniques of Kathak (Thumri making), learning hindustani vocal 
music and teaching Kathak in Chicago. 
 
Lizzie MacKenzie (NoMi LaMad Dance Company) is in her fourth season with River North Chicago 
Dance Company. Previously, she danced with Giordano Jazz Dance Chicago, the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, Dance Chicago’s touring company Stars Of Dance Chicago, Lehrer Dance, Black Box Dance 
Company, Boston Youth Ballet and the Michigan Classic Ballet. She has worked with choreographers 
Mia Michaels, Liz Imperio, Randy Duncan, Ron De Jesus, Davis Robertson, Tony Powell, Frank 
Chavez, Lauri Stallings, Kevin Iega Jeff, Lynne Taylor-Corbett and Harrison McEldowney. In August 
2002 she was featured on the cover of Dance Magazine and has been featured in various magazines as a 
model for Leo’s Dancewear, Illinois Theatrical and other organizations. Mackenzie teaches and 
choreographs all over the U.S., and Dance Spirit named her jazz class one of the top three dance classes 
in Chicago. She has received awards for her choreography, including the “New Voice” honor from 
Dance Chicago in 2006 and the 2008 Dance Chicago Choreographer of the Year award, sponsored by 
the Cliff Dwellers Association of Chicago. She recently took her love of teaching to another level and 
founded Extensions Dance Company, a Chicago-based not-for-profit dance company for young people 
dedicated to creating well-rounded, free-thinking artists. She also cofounded INTENSITY dance 
workshop with colleagues and friends Eddy Ocampo and Nick Pupillo in 2007. 
 

(more) 



Led by choreographer Julia Rhoads, Lucky Plush Productions is a dance theatre company that has 
facilitated the relationship between dance, performance and new media technologies since 1999. The 
company has created more than 25 original works including performance installations, two dance films 
and seven evening-length productions. Lucky Plush has been featured in Time Out Chicago’s cover 
story “5 reasons to love dance in Chicago” and the Chicago Tribune’s “Best of Dance 2008,” and a 
Dance Magazine review noted “there is little doubt Lucky Plush will continue to evolve in its exciting 
efforts to integrate artistic forms.” Rhoads has received a Cliff Dwellers Award for Choreography, two 
Illinois Arts Council Fellowships, a Jacob K. Javits Fellowship, a Chicago Dancemakers Forum Lab 
Artist Award and a fellowship from the Maggie Allesee National Center for Choreography for the early 
research and development of Lucky Plush’s 10th anniversary concert Punk Yankees.   
 
Since 1994, Molly Shanahan/Mad Shak supports Shanahan’s movement and performance research and 
multi-modal collaborations though the development and presentation of dance and other programs that 
engage the public in a deeper understanding and appreciation of the creative process. These include live 
performance, creative approaches to written and video/film documentation, community workshops and 
classes and public discussion. Molly Shanahan/Mad Shak’s core values stem from the belief that within 
the nonverbal transaction of creation and performance, communities are formed. In the company’s 15-
year history, Molly Shanahan/Mad Shak has premiered more than 50 original works by Shanahan 
including both large ensemble pieces involving multiple collaborators and solos and duets presented in 
spaces ranging from intimate to grand in scale. Molly Shanahan/Mad Shak’s work has been performed 
in Chicago at The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago, Links Hall, Storefront Theater and 
others. Outside Chicago, Mad Shak has performed at Dance Theater Workshop, Tangente (Montreal) 
and as a featured artist at the National Performance Annual Meeting in Miami in 2005, among others. 
 
Enid Smith earned her B.F.A. from the North Carolina School of the Arts in 1999. She danced in New 
York City with the Merce Cunningham Repertory Ensemble, Ivy Baldwin Dance, Anita Cheng Dance 
and JMandle Performance, among others. Her choreography has been seen at the Evanston Arts 
Showcase and the Dance Chicago festival. In November 2009 she will present an evening-length concert 
at Evanston Space. As an educator, Smith has taught dance to ESL students in the New York City Public 
Schools and is currently on staff at Dance Center Evanston. She is also the mother of a toddler and a 
licensed massage therapist. 
 
Jessica Miller Tomlinson graduated from the North Carolina School of the Arts with a B.F.A. in 
contemporary dance. She has performed works by Warren Conover, Paul Taylor, David Parsons, Neta 
Pulvermacher, Lucas Crandall, Mark Morris, Lauri Stallings, Lar Lubovitch, Gail Gilbert and Kevin 
Wynn. Upon moving to Chicago, she was on scholarship for a year at the Lou Conte Dance Studio. 
Tomlinson has choreographed professionally for the Chautauqua Ballet Company, and her work Forget 
What You Came For?, which premiered at New Dances 2006, was selected to be included in Thodos 
Dance Chicago’s repertory for two seasons. In the summer of 2008, she was selected as the NCSA 
Alumni Choreographer for the Manteo Performance Series, where her work Die Lieder Tanzen was 
performed. She is currently in her fifth season with Thodos Dance Chicago, performing nationally and 
internationally. In addition, she teaches dance at several Chicagoland studios. 
 

(more) 



Joel Valentin-Martinez  is a senior lecturer in the Department of Theatre at Northwestern University 
where he teaches contemporary dance and world dance. Born in Guadalajara, Mexico, he grew up in the 
San Francisco Bay Area and began his career there performing with the Magic Theatre and El Teatro de 
la Esperanza. He studied acting at American Conservatory Theater and was a dance student with Alonzo 
King Lines Ballet, Rosa Montoya’s Bailes Flamencos and Dimensions Dance Theatre. From 1990 to 
2003 he performed nationally and internationally as a member of Garth Fagan Dance (Obie, Tony, 
Olivier, Samuel H. Scripps award-winning choreographer). Since 2003, he has devoted his time to 
teaching at the university level, developing community-based arts initiatives in dance and creating his 
own choreography projects. He has been a frequent guest artist at the American College Dance Festival 
Association. His dance piece Tlatelolco Revisited (2008) was commissioned by Luna Negra Dance 
Theater and performed at the Harris Theater. His choreography for the multimedia opera Imperial 
Silence: Una Ópera Muerta/A Dead Opera in Four Acts (2008) premiered at the World Theater in 
Monterey Bay and was subsequently performed at the Brava Theater and the Mission Cultural Center in 
San Francisco. In the fall of 2008 he was guest artist at San Francisco State University where he 
mounted Brasos y Abrazos on the University Dance Theater Company. Valentin-Martinez has also 
served as rehearsal director for residencies by Delfos Danza Contemporánea, Nora Chipaumire and 
Robert Moses. At Northwestern University he mounted his work Ask me in the morning light (2009), 
reconstructed Nora Chipaumire’s Groundswell for the 2008 Danceworks concert and choreographed the 
musical SPUNK as part of the mainstage season. Prior to arriving at Northwestern, he taught at Arizona 
State University and the University of Rochester. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organizational Information  
 

 
 
The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago was established in 1969 to house Columbia College 
Chicago’s Dance Department. Early in its history, all the diverse elements of the art were developed 
within The Dance Center’s program. As a complete learning center for dance, it offers a full range of 
activities designed to enhance and expand the quantity and quality of dance available in Chicago and the 
Midwest. The Dance Center is Chicago’s leading presenter of contemporary dance. Its presenting series, 
established in 1974, provides Chicago audiences with opportunities to experience the diversity of 
contemporary dance in professional settings.  
 
Programs of The Dance Center are supported in part by Alphawood Foundation, The Chicago Community 
Trust, The MacArthur Fund for Arts and Culture at Prince, The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust, The 
Boeing Company Charitable Trust, Arts Midwest, Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation, The Richard H. 
Driehaus Foundation, The Irving Harris Foundation, The Mayer & Morris Kaplan Family Foundation, The 
Japan Foundation and the New England Foundation for the Arts. Additional funding is provided by the 
National Endowment for the Arts and the Illinois Arts Council. Special thanks to Friends of The Dance 
Center. 
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The Joyce Theater Foundation, a non-profit organization, has proudly served the dance community and 
its audiences since 1982. The founders, Cora Cahan and Eliot Feld, acquired and renovated the Elgin 
Theater in Chelsea, which opened as The Joyce Theater in 1982. The Joyce is named in honor of Joyce 
Mertz, beloved daughter of LuEsther T. Mertz. It was LuEsther’s clear, undaunted vision and abundant 
generosity that made it imaginable and ultimately possible to establish the theater. One of the only theaters 
built by dancers for dance, The Joyce Theater has provided an intimate and elegant New York home for 
more than 290 domestic and international companies. The Joyce has also commissioned more than 130 
new dances since 1992. In 1996, The Joyce created Joyce SoHo, a dance center providing highly 
subsidized rehearsal and performance space to hundreds of dance artists. The Joyce Theater now features 
an annual season of approximately 48 weeks with over 340 performances for audiences in excess of 
135,000. Additionally, for the last five years The Joyce has co-produced Evening Stars as part of the River 
To River Festival in Battery Park.  
 
Leadership support for The Joyce Theater Foundation’s 2008–2009 season has been received from the 
LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust.  
 
Major support for The Joyce has been provided by The Boeing Company, Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, Robert Sterling Clark Foundation, First Republic Bank, The Harkness Foundation for Dance, 
JPMorgan Chase Foundation, The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels 
Foundation, The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation, The Shubert Foundation and The Starr Foundation. 
Additional lead support has been provided by Alphawood Foundation, Bloomberg L.P., The Gladys 
Krieble Delmas Foundation, Industrial Color / Global Edit, William J. and Dorothy K. O’Neill Foundation 
and The Jerome Robbins Foundation. 
 
Programs of The Joyce are made possible, in part, with public funds from the National Endowment for the 
Arts; the New York State Council on the Arts, a state agency; and the New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs. 
 
Special support for The A.W.A.R.D. Show! at Joyce SoHo has been provided by Scott Kasen. Additional 
support for Joyce SoHo has been provided by the Lila Acheson Wallace Theater Fund established in The 
New York Community Trust by the founders of the Reader’s Digest Association, Goldman, Sachs & Co. 
and Foundation for Contemporary Arts. 
 


