Communication

Forums:

Discussion forums are a great way to add interactivity to your class and promote
student activity outside of the class. You can use the forums to inform your students,
allow them to continue discussions started in class or to supplement or add discussion
topics outside of class.

Here is a view of all of the discussion forums from the Spring Online Advising tools

class:

General forums

Forum Description Discussions Unread posts Track Subscribed
Class General news and announcements 6 0 (Yes) Yes
Announcements
Questions?? If you have any questions please post them here and together we can all try to find the answers! 2 0 (Yes ) (Yes )
Assignment: Please take 2 moment to briefly introduce yourself to the class. This is a good opportunity for some of the new 10 0 (Yes) (Yes)
Introductions faculty to get to know folks from some of the other departments. Tell us a little about your background, what
department you are teaching in, what classes are you teaching this ...
Learning forums
Section Forum Description Discussions Unread posts Track Subscribed
1 Each department handles faculty advising a little differently at Columbia. For example, some 9 0 (Yes) (Yes)
departments assign students to a specific faculty advisor others have students meet with different
faculty throughout the semester. Some departments do advising and registration clearances at the
same ...
3 Based on reading the "10 Questions to Start the Conversation," any past advising experience and 6 0 (Yes) (Yes)
your research on best practices in your department, what have you found to be an effective way to
start your advising sessions with your students?
4 Based on the reading "Best Practices and Core Values,” what you have learned about Advising 6 0 (Yes) (Yes)

practices in your own department and other departments and seeing how the online advising tools
can help in your advising sessions, what are some new ideas you plan to try in your upcoming
student ...

Advising Tools

@ Mood!

Each discussion has a “Description” or prompt that the students can respond to. Once
a forum has been posted, students will post their responses as “topics”
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Based on reading the "10 Questions to Start the Conversation," any past advising experience and your research on best
practices in your department, what have you found to be an effective way to start your advising sessions with your
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The students will respond both to the discussion prompt and to each other - thus
creating the online “discussion.” In the example above, there were 3 responses to my
post titled “Department Talking Points. If you click on the topic, you will see the posted
responses.

It looks like this:

L | Departmental Talking Points?
' by Rebecca Courington - Wednesday, 15 October 2008, 07:05 PM

Do your departments have suggested/recommended/required topics that they want you to discuss with your students during your advising sessions?

Edit | Delete | Reply

e Re: Departmental Talking Points?
) by - Wednesday, 15 October 2008, 07:42 PM

Yes. Apart from steering them to the right courses (in the suggested sequence), the department also wants us to really find out how things are going for the
student. How are classes going? Are they auditioning for departmental productions? If so, any results? If not, why? Are they using their teachers for feedback to
answer some of these questions for them? With so many students, trying to give them an anchor becomes terrifically important. Some inevitably, unfortunately
slip through the cracks, and that is what we're trying to aveid! It is really important to attempt a connection with them beyond registration clearance. Some are
shy or a little reluctant, but I tend to push them a bit with questions.

Show parent | Edit | Split | Delete | Reply
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#® Re: Departmental Talking Points?
\; by - Wednesday, 15 October 2008, 08:05 PM

We have developed track sheets for each of our concentrations that we make sure the student has a copy of and is using to track his/her progress over multiple
semesters. I like the idea of developing a cheat sheet specific to the department, which could include 2 timeline for when students should first contact our
internship coordinator, apply for a graduation audit, etc.

Show parent | Edit | Split | Delete | Reply
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2t Re: Departmental Talking Points?
. by - Friday, 17 October 2008, 02:49 PM

Our Academic manager has developed curriculum guides for each of our concentrations in Art + Design. We give these to our students
and remind them to track their progress over multiple semesters at Columbia.
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You can place forums anywhere in your moodle class. Here is an example of three
discussion forums placed in the topics unit:

lass Announcements = JP & X & &
: Syllabus =& P 5 X @&
2 > AXE 4
G Advising Terms = JP & X @&
Assignment: Introductions ¢ = JP £ X &
(3 | Add a resource... ?] @ [ Add an activity... -ﬂ

o
0
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1 pay 1: Getting Started

1
If you are not quite certain how to get started launching OASIS, logging ?
into the portal and finding the Advising Tools Portlet, please view &
"Accessing the Advising Tools." This short video will walk you through the 4
login process and help you navigate to the Faculty page. Also, you might

want to download the PDF file "Access the Advising Tools Portlet" for

future reference.
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Announcements

The News Forum is a special forum for general announcements. A course has only one
News Forum. The News Forum is generated automatically when the course is created
and by default is placed in the top of the center section. Also, by default, every person

enrolled in the class is automatically subscribed to the News Forum.
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You shouldn’t delete the News Forum, but you can rename it. Click the edit icon

#updating: Forum®

General

Forum name™ | News Forum| X

Forum type @ News forum
Forum introduction™ (3)

X, x* W] ) 0«

(Trebuchet B (18pty oA | 4] [Lgl$] B 7 U §
T —beose OQOMOG® ©

EE M SISEE

General news and announcements
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