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THE ALTON AUGUSTUS ADAMS Music
Research Institute (AMRI) is a new branch of
the Center for Black Music Research that
focuses on music of the Caribbean, in general,
and the Virgin Islands, in particular. Its
principal charge is to facilitate the discovery,
study, and documentation of diasporal unities
in the musical and extramusical performance
elements that unify the array of styles and
genres dotting the musical landscape of the
circum-Caribbean. The Institute is named after
Alton Augustus Adams Sr., the first black
bandmaster in the U.S. Navy, and is located on
the first floor of his ancestral home, at 1-B
Kongens Gade, Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas.
The official ceremonies commemorating the
establishment of AMRI took place in a series

of events held in St. Thomas on November 16
and 17, 2001.

Since its establishment, AMRI has presented
two “Documenting Living Treasures”
workshops, programs that are designed
specifically to provide Virgin Islands
community members with field research and
documentation training as a means of
facilitating the documentation of local musical
traditions, many of which are rapidly
disappearing from contemporary practice and
use (see article on page 8). The culminating
event for each workshop was a public program
titled Summit of Tradition Bearers, which
featured on-stage interviews and a lively
roundtable discussion with Virgin Islands
musical tradition bearers and (continued on 2)

Another Sound of the V.I. Voice:

The Music of Cyril F. W. Creque

By DRr. RUBY SIMMONDS-ESANNASON

THE OPENING LYRICS of a once-popular song
by former Virgin Islands Calypso King, Glenn
“Kwabena” Davis are:

Hear the V 1. voice

As these isles rejoice

With a quelbe spice

And we singing nice, nice, nice.

As this song suggests, thoughts of Virgin
Islands music generally resonate with the
pulsating rhythms of calypso, soca, quelbe, and
bamboula. This is particularly true during
carnival and festival celebrations as bands,

Cyril Creque, poet, organist, composer, and piano teacher
was born on St. Thomas in the then Danish West Indies in
1899, Reprinted by permission of Jewel Creque Garrett

troops, and dancers display their mastery
of these musical forms in the various
performances prevalent during these
celebrations. However, the (continued on 2)
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concluded with a reception with entertainment
provided by Stanley Jacobs and Six Pack. The
workshops and Summits were supported in
part by the Virgin Islands Humanities Council.
Space for the St. Croix Summit was provided
by the Division of Social Sciences, University
of Virgin Islands, St. Croix campus, for the St.
Thomas workshop by the V.1. Cultural Heritage
Institute, and for the St. Croix workshop by the
V.I. Department of Education. Once final oral
history projects have been submitted by the
participants, they will be processed, cataloged,
and made available in St. Thomas at the AMRI
Resource Center and the Enid M. Baa Library,
in St. Croix at the Florence Williams Library,
and in Chicago at the Center for Black Music
Research Library and Archives.

Beginning September 2003, the Institute will
be open to the public on a limited four-day-a-
week schedule, with the opening date to be
announced. AMRI’s facilities will consist of a
resource center of noncirculating black music
reference works with a particular focus on
materials relevant to music of the circum-
Caribbean, archives of primary and secondary
materials, and a reading room with state-of-
the-art computer terminals providing online
access to Internet research sites and the online

Samuel A. Flovd Jr. (right) presents the Alton
Augustus Adams Award to Alton Augustus Adams Jr.
The award, which is named after Alton Augustus
Adams Sr., is awarded 1o persons who have made
distinguished contributions to black music through
artistic excellence, scholarship, service, education,
and leadership. Alton Augustus Adams Jr. is the
first recipient of the award

catalog of the CBMR Library and
Archives. While the Resource Center’s
holdings will focus on the circum-
Caribbean, a definitive black music
reference collection will be maintained
at the site, including such important
reference works as the International
Dictionary of Black Composers, the
Garland Encyclopedia of World Music:
South America, Mexico, Central
America and the Caribbean, and The
New Grove Dictionary of American
Music. Other resource materials that will
be available in the Institute library
include a selection of audio CDs, such as the
Caribbean Voyage series and the Africa in
America box set.

During the forthcoming academic year,
CBMR’s Rockefeller Resident Fellows will
spend half of their residency in Chicago at the
CBMR and half in the Virgin Islands (see
related article on page 12).

Cyril Creque (continued from 1)
sound of the V.I. voice is also characterized by
the patriotic compositions and marches by
musicians such as the late naval bandmaster
Alton A. Adams, whose works include “The
Virgin Islands March” and “The Governor’s
Own.” “The Virgin Islands March” has been
adopted as the official anthem of the Virgin
Islands and is played at formal ceremonies and
at the opening of various activities, including
many of those that occur during carnival.
Ironically, as patrons attending the annual
calypso reviews and competitions stand in
reverence to “The Virgin Islands March,” it is
doubtful that they consider the stately strains
of that march a part of the same musical
landscape as that of the energizing calypsos
they have come to hear.

While Alton Adams is well known for his

































